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Welcome to this Spring edition of NAPE News. As I write, the grip of Corona virus tightens and is having an impact upon many planned events and gatherings. At this time schools are advised to remain open, but local circumstances will obviously dictate whether this advice can be followed. There are numerous online resources available for you to direct children towards, with BBC Bitesize, Hamilton Trust and  Create Education already forming relationships with us. The EdTech Impact site has a comprehensive list of resources, but a few which are appropriate for Primaries and have cheap or free access are as follows; Message Ninja, Quizalize, Doodle maths, Tales Toolkit and Purple Mash. If you have any suggestions we will be happy to pass these on to others.

We have recently been informed that the Childcare and Education Expo at Olympia, which we have supported, has been cancelled. I understand that events planned by the More than a Score Coalition is planning to go ahead with its protest against Baseline on Tuesday 24 March. More Than A Score, plus parents and four-year-olds, will be returning to Westminster. After speeches, songs and activities in Parliament Square from 12 noon – 2pm , delivering a giant postcard to Nick Gibb at the DfE from the nation's four-year-olds.

We are also well ahead with planning our own Annual Schiller Lecture, this year to be delivered by Dr Tony Eaude as part of a bigger event on Wednesday 8 July 2020, 4.45pm – 7.00pm at Bannockburn Primary School, Church Manor Way, Plumstead, London, SE2 0HY.This will be a  conference entitled Towards a Balanced and Broadly-based Primary Curriculum with various workshops as well as the lecture 
CONFERENCE FEE: £20 each but reduced to £15 each for two or more teachers from the same school. £10 each for students. Please see www.nape.org.uk  for booking details or contact Robert Young on rmyoung1942@yahoo.co.uk or

07940 487628
Full details are on our website and you will receive an electronic flyer in due course.

Another event being planned is the Schools and Academies Show this April, to which all of our members are invited here are the links to details:
Secure your complimentary tickets
 View the full show agenda, theatres, speakers and timings
All the events and activities mentioned are, of course, subject to change please watch social media for updates.
The next edition of Primary First will be landing on your doorstep soon, being the first edited by Robert Morgan, we look forward to the new regime.

We are still looking for schools to take part in creating youtube educational videos, the 3D Printer loan scheme and contributors and listeners for our successful Podcast. Feel free to contact us with new ideas . Please check the website for more details on all of these. 

I was pleased to be the chief Judge for the recent Kellog's Breakfast Club Awards ceremony  at the House of Commons. This continues to shine a light on the value of supporting our children and families beyond the narrow provision some politicians suggest is all schools are required for.

Another Westminster event, which I was able to attend was the All Party Parliamentary Group for the Teaching Profession, which had been postponed several times since last October. This included a report by John Howson on the severe difficulties facing schools regarding recruitment for this year, with numbers signed up for Initial Teacher Training in September worryingly low.

It was also revealed that the Education Select committee, which is the only real check on Government behaviour, has not yet been reconvened since the election and will probably not sit until April at the earliest.

The news about teacher shortages was reinforced by a presentation from Jackie Moses at a recent Primary Umbrella Group meeting convened by NAPE. Her presentation is available on the website.

Another concern for many was an answer given by Kirsty Godfrey, HMI responsible for Reading at Ofsted  When asked why the following criteria were included in the proposed framework for inspecting Initial Teacher Education:
Requires improvement (3) page 44
· Primary training does not ensure that trainees only learn to teach early reading using systematic synthetic phonics.
Inadequate (4) Designed around subject and phase (page 44)
· Primary training does not ensure that trainees only learn to teach early reading using systematic synthetic phonics.
This is from the Consultation Document published by Ofsted in January 2020. You have until 3 April 2020 to respond. The framework will then be published in summer 2020. The full consultation document is on
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/initial-teacher-education-inspection-framework-and-handbook-2020-inspecting-the-quality-of-teacher-education
She suggested this was a mistake, let us hope so.

The next National Council meeting was scheduled for May 9th, but this has been cancelled, the next meeting is planned for 12th September. Before then we hope to see you at the Curriculum Conference and Schiller lecture on July 8th.
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