
A Curriculum Philosophy: A Curriculum of Hope
Clare Whyles 1



Clare Whyles 2



Clare Whyles 3



What is the 
Purpose of 
Education?

To get children through tests?

To get an outstanding Ofsted grading?

To provide a compliant workforce?

To create a learning 
community nurturing wise, 
compassionate citizens with 
the power to make a 
difference?
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Narrative 
Memory

"Stories are psychologically 
privileged in the human mind."

Daniel Willingham, Ask the Cognitive Scientist
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Presenter
Presentation Notes




As rich in 
humanity as in 

knowledge
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The power of narrative

– Knowledge placed into a story 
format yields better retention 
(Ayra and Maul 2012)  - a study of 
learning in Science.

– Taps into sequencing and 
empathy, bonding information to 
patterns and emotion.
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What do the 
neuroscientists 

say?

"The process of learning certainly 
requires the engagement of cognitive 
processes, but without other so-
called non cognitive processes, 
learning simply will not take place. 
The process of learning, therefore, 
involves cognitive, emotional as well 
as social processes."

Marc Smith: The Emotional Learner
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Stories about 
humans are at 
the center

People

Places

Problems

Possibilities
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Less Doom, 
More Boom…
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What do humans need? Do 
we need art and why?

People: Cave 
Explorers

Place: A Cave
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chosen this project ...Overarching inquiry Q, Q for this project – The 'people' could be the teacher in role, a person in a painting or photograph...in this case the people were the class in role as explorers...so they were in the story from the start. These aren't our children!! Explain how Joel brought this alive – low effort high impact form of drama...few benches- a rucksac and a hatCould be just a pictureBecame Peter Hughes – explorer – no stereotyping at all – in role as a class visitor...Phone callDiscovered a cave – need a group of explorers? I wonder where I could get them from?Joel placed the children IN this story. They were hooked – I saw it with my own eyes and felt it!Do we go in?Who wants to go in? How he weaved the vocabulary in....They make an amazing discovery....



Problem: a 
warning
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Build a replica for 
visitors to learn about 

and enjoy Stoneage Art
Possibilities
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“For me, the most impressive aspect of the Year 3 stone age presentation was their ability to explain 
(very articulately) multiple interpretations of the cave art, without feeling the need to settle on one 
’true’ meaning. As two of the Year 3s explained to me, the ‘lifestyle’ scene in the cave (based on a 
real cave painting) shows a series of figures who might be in a procession, or at a banquet, might be 
humans, might be gods, might be a single scene or might be three different scenes. The pupils were 
clearly quite content with the idea that we are just never going to know for certain, and can only 
make more or less plausible guesses. 

I found this startling. I teach History and Art History at university, and even very clever eighteen-
year-old historians often find it very difficult to live with epistemic uncertainty – the idea that we 
simply might not have the evidence to come down firmly in favour of one or another interpretation 
of an image or historical event. The ability to live comfortably with uncertainty in historical 
interpretation, and be content with the idea that the ’true’ answer might always remain out of 
reach, is an extraordinarily high-level analytical skill in historical analysis, which many young people 
simply never get to at all. This is certainly not a skill that one necessarily gains through studying 
History at KS4 and KS5, in which ‘uncertainty’ is explicitly excluded from assessment criteria and 
methods! To see early KS2 pupils already having mastered it was truly amazing.”

Peter Thonemann (University Professor of Ancient History)
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Year 4: Can 
humans 
control 
nature?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So here are a few of our first inquiry questions to give you a few more examples....From an overarching theme of 'Taking a stand' explored flooding and culminated in a debate at the Oxford Town hall.



Year 1: How can we help other 
people feel like they belong?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Year 1 explore human connections through friendship, belonging and community...lovely autumn term project heavy PSHCE content – supporting transition 



Year 5: How can we clean 
the air that we breathe?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Power and leadership – industrial revolution leading to air pollution...Fresh Air Fayre – educating our community....on the impact of air pollution and how to reduce it.



Curriculum Overview
Human story running through the curriculum - The 
St. Ebbe’s Experience
EYFS
A Wonderful World – Beauty and Wonder - The world we inhabit - what it’s like – beauty 
of the plants and animals
Y1
Friendship, Belonging and Community - Humans living together in the world
Y2
The physical elements of the world - air, water, fire, earth
Y3
What do Humans Need? From early to modern humans. Leading into the fact that we have 
personal power and choices – cognition/thinking (Year 3 is a good place to do this as brain 
changes/less ego-centric)
Y4
Taking a Stand – Celebrating human endeavour and the unintended consequences 
(positive and negative) of decisions/inventions
Y5
Power and Leadership – How humans organise themselves into power structures and the 
impact this has - uses and misuses of leadership/personal power.
Y6
How can humankind be more successful? The future – how humans can work together to 
be more successful? A way forward for a better future.
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Pedagogy
Pedagogy
Pedagogy

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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https://www.thymindoman.com/is-our-brain-the-source-of-our-life-is-matter-the-source-of-mind-spirit-a-contemplative-mysticism-view/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Coherence

"Learning builds on learning". The 
more a person knows, believes Hirsch, 
the more a person can learn. He calls 
existing knowledge "mental Velcro", 
which allows for additional knowledge 
to become attached to it.

E.D. Hirsch
.D. Hirsch
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Knowledge Organiser Year 6 : What does the Earth show us to tell our story of humankind?

People

Charles Darwin – 1089-1882 
British naturalist who travelled the globe for his 
research. Famous for his Theory of Evolution.
Marianne North – 1830 – 1890 
Biologist and noted artist.
Alfred Wallace
British naturalist. Independently thought of a 
theory of evolution through natural selection 
causing some controversy. 
David Attenborough – Broadcaster and 
historian. Vocal about how humans impact the 
natural world. 
Karl Blossfeldt – German photographer most 
famous for his close-up photographs of living 
things. 

Geography
Physical Geography
The Earth can be split into lines of latitude and longitude.
Easter Island is in the Pacific Ocean and is surrounded by islands 
with lush, green flora. Easter Island is barren.
Darwin’s journey – countries of South America.
Human Geography
Human behaviour can change an environment:
• Easter Island
• Yellowstone Park

Art
Marianne North was a 19th century traveller and plant painter
who painted the plants she found on her travels and founded a 
Gallery to house them at Kew Gardens. Her detailed drawings, 
provided great insight into the natural world from faraway lands.

Karl Blossfeldt was a German photographer, sculptor and teacher; 
he is best known for his close-up photographs of plants and living 
things. Blossfeldt, had a passion for discovering the hidden details 
and forms within plants and seeds.

Media:
• Acrylic paint
• Clay
• Pencil
• Photography

Science: Animals and their 
habitats

• Species can be classified in a variety of 
ways and they can be named using these 
classifications. 

• There are different habitats and biomes
around the globe and the animals that live in 
these habitats adapt to suit them. 

• Fossils can be used to build a picture of 
what has previously happened in a location. 

• Offspring will have inherited traits and 
adaptive traits. There will be variation in 
offspring. 

• Natural selection is the process whereby 
living things that are better adapted to their 
environment tend to survive and produce 
more offspring. The theory of its action was 
first fully expounded by Charles Darwin, and 
it is now regarded as be the main process 
that brings about evolution.

• Darwin studied finches on the Galapagos 
Islands and when looking at diet and beak 
shape, along with more research, thought 
about natural selection. 
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Key Events
700-800 CE Early settlers arrive at the Easter Islands.

1722 CE The first known European visitor to Easter Island 
was the Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen, who 
arrived in 1722. The Dutch named the island 
Paaseiland (Easter Island) to commemorate the 
day they arrived.

1831 CE Darwin sets sail for the Galapagos Islands.

1859 CE Charles Darwin publishes his On the Origin of 
Species by Means of Natural Selection.

1862-1877 CE The established population on Easter Island is 
reduced from 2000 to 111, due to a major slave 
trade from Peru, followed by epidemics of 
smallpox.

RE: Creation vs Evolution
• Different creation stories including Christianity (using the book of 

Genesis in the Bible).
• An in-depth look at if religion and Science must always be seen 

as polar views.
• Darwin’s conflict between his faith and his scientific work.
• The Great Debate between Wilberforce and Huxley in 1860. What 

were the main points of view? What are your views?

Feeling Curious? 
• https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/about-

marianne-north.html
• https://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/artists/

58-karl-blossfeldt/overview/
• http://darwin-online.org.uk/
• https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/hms-

beagle
• https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-

mystery-of-easter-island-151285298/

Vocabulary
Adaptation Change in a living thing to fit its 

environment.

Bio-diversity The variety of plant and animal 
life in the world/a particular 
habitat.

Characteristics A special quality or appearance 
that makes an individual or group 
different from others.

Eco-systems A biological community of 
interacting organisms and their 
physical environment.

Environment The surroundings in which a 
living thing lives or operates.

Erosion The process of being word away 
by natural agents.

Evolution The process by which different 
living organism are believed to 
have developed from earlier 
forms.

Expressionism A style of painting in which the 
artist or writer seeks to express 
the inner world of emotion rather 
than external reality.

Extinction The process of a particular thing 
ceasing to exist.

Food chain A series of organisms each 
dependent on the next as a 
source of food.

Vocabulary

Fossil Remains or impressions preserved in petrified 
form.

Habitat The natural environment of an organism.

Inheritance The genetic characters passed from parent to 
offspring.

Latitude The angular distance of a place north or south of 
the earth's equator.

Longitude The angular distance of a place east or west of 
the Greenwich meridian.

Natural selection Organisms becoming better adapted to their 
environment tend to survive and produce more 
offspring. Now regarded as be the main process 
that brings about evolution.

Realism Accurate artistic representation without 
idealisation.

700-800 CE 1722 CE

(+992 years)

1831 CE

(+109 years)

1859 CE

(+28 years)

1862 CE

(+3 years)

2010 – 2011 CE

(+148 years)

2021 CE

(+10 years)

UN Convention of the Rights of the Child
12 You have the right to give your opinion and for adults to take it 
seriously.
30 You have the right to practice your own culture, language and 
religion. Minority and indigenous groups need special protection of 
this right. Clare Whyles 25

https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/about-marianne-north.html
https://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/artists/58-karl-blossfeldt/overview/
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My daughter spent the first 3 years of St Ebbes feeling ‘stupid’ (her word).
With the new curriculum she comes home quoting facts and information, wanting 
to discuss topics in a way she has never done before. She’s far more engaged and 
completely thrown us with her depth of knowledge and understanding of 
topics/issues.
The curriculum has allowed her to progress and grow in a way she couldn’t before. 
It restricted her. She’s not afraid and will try everything that is given to her.

Year 4 Parent

It’s not just stuff in our own brains. We can use it to help the world. This 
project is really helpful as it’s happening at the moment and we can act on it.

Year 5
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Final thoughts

To want you have to be able to imagine 
– to imagine you have to of had some 
sort of experience...education should 
be about building possible futures for 
children – helping them to imagine and 
know possibility always exists.

Debra Kidd

Schooling is living, it is not 
preparation for living....

Martin Haberman
Pedagogy of Poverty
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Further reading
• Debra Kidd/Hywell Roberts -

Uncharted Territories

• Dylan Wiliam - Principles of 
Curriculum design

• Ken Robinson – The Element

• Guy Claxton – Building Learning 
Power

• Ron Berger – Expeditionary Learning

• Debra Kidd - Teaching: Notes from 
the front line

• Tim Taylor – Mantle of the Expert a 
Beginners Guide

• Mary Myatt – From Gallimaufry to 
Coherence

• Becky Carlzon – Learning Powered 
Kids

• The Pedagogy of Poverty vs Good 
Teaching

• Daniel Wilingham

• Mick Waters: Thinking Allowed on 
Schools
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